
Update on St Paul’s Re-ordering Project at 6th June 2019. 

 

It is some while since anything visible has happened to do with the 

church re-ordering project. Rest assured. Activity is still happening 

behind the scenes and a number of actions have been completed or 

are being worked on. 

 

In late February we had contractors on site conducting ‘opening out 

works’ to provide data to the structural engineer (‘SE’), who in turn 

would provide input to the architect’s design. Bore holes were sunk in 

the ground surrounding the church to establish the ground structure 

and pits dug around pillars to determine the nature of supporting 

foundations. The works data has now been provided to the SE who has 

in turn now completed his recommendations on structure. 

 

Structure. There are a number of noteworthy points and 

recommendations in the SE’s report. 

 

• All column (pillar) foundations should be underpinned to 

support the increased weight of the design. We had 

previously anticipated that the 2 x western-most pairs of pillars 

would need this, but the SE has recommended that this is 

necessary in view of weight elsewhere e.g. the new floor. 

• The new floor will comprise a combination of a steel grid, 

concrete and wood. No real surprises here, but there will be 

space between layers to allow ‘services’ (e.g. electrics, piping 

etc) to be installed. 

• Underpinning of the west and south walls (in sections) will be 

required due to the west end foundations of the church being 

shallower than the rest of the church. This is possibly 

exacerbated by the lowering of the concrete floor in the west 

end of the crypt. 

• Further investigations may be necessary in the South East 

corner with either or both of Network Rail or Highways 

England. This was expected. 

•  More opening up works may be needed to clarify the nature 

of ground and structure in and around the north vestry. This is 

slightly frustrating, since it means another delay and some 

small additional cost. 

 

So, in summary we will need a fair bit of reinforced concrete mixing up! 

 

Design. Some early work is beginning to emerge from Purcell, our 

architect. The Buildings Committee have been examining suggested 

designs for the East Extension (aka ‘Coffee Shop’) and providing input.  

 



We have also been obtaining quotations for Mechanical and Electrical 

Engineers (‘M+E engineers’) who will provide feasibility study and 

design advice on electrics, gas, heating, water, ventilation, extraction 

and similar to the architect. More detail will emerge as we examine 

these quotes. 

 

Fundraising. As always, the above points are merely minor challenges 

compared with our number one problem – fundraising. Please do take 

part in the current initiatives – garden visits, quiz, ‘Bulb’ referrals for utility 

supply and of course – commit the matter to prayer. 

 

Steve Crowther 

 

 

 


